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J.L. LAIDLAW was born 
in Glasgow, Scotland, 
and received his technical 
education in mechanical 
engineering at the Royal 
Technical College. He 
entered the steel industry 
with Bairds and Scottish 
Steel Ltd., having been 
employed there from 1932 
to 1938, and in 1938 he 
joined Colvilles Ltd. In 
1947, he joined The Al-
goma Steel Corp., Ltd., 
Sault Ste. Marie, Canada, 
as assistant mechanical 
superintendent, and in 

1949 he became assis-
tant to the works manager. 
He was named superin-
tendent of construction 
in 1950 and in 1952, he 
was promoted to division 
superintendent, mainte-
nance and services. In 
1957 he was made man-
ager of engineering and 
construction, is present 
position.

The President’s Message

In the light of what is 
happening in the steel 
industry today concern-
ing many new concepts in 
the making and shaping of 
steel, a tremendous en-
gineering contribution will 
be required in the years 
ahead, if the long-range 
plans of the industry are 
to be fulfilled.

The membership of 
the Association of Iron 
and Steel Engineers will 
contribute in many ways 
to the success of these 
plans, by developing these 
new concepts and the 
continual improvement of 

existing methods and fa-
cilities.

Complete and contin-
ued cooperation of the in-
dustry and the Association 
in a combined effort will 
no doubt solve most of the 
problems that lie ahead, 
and result in solutions 
satisfactory for both steel-
making and rolling equip-
ment which will produce 
steel products of higher 
quality and at reduced 
costs.

Expansion and techno-
logical changes, however, 
have created a shortage 
of technically trained per-
sonnel, and the officers of 
the Association encourage 
young engineers to take 
advantage of the satisfy-
ing opportunities that exist 
in the steel industry of the 
future.
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