
10 Sept 2026   
    AIST Oxygen Steelmaking Technology Committee European Meeting 

19-23 October 2026 
Sunday 18 October 2026 
Arrive at hotel in Volklingen, Germany 
– Hotel:  (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: TBD 
 
Monday 19 October 2026 
– Arrive at Saarstahl AG 09:00 
– Tour Saarstahl AG 
– Lunch and Technical Discussion 
– Depart for Duisburg 14:00 
– Arrive in Duisburg 18:00 
– Hotel: (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: HKM(?) 
 
Tuesday 20 October 2026 
– Arrive at Hüttenwerke Krupp Mannesmann GmbH 09:00 
– Tour HKM 
– Lunch at HKM Huttenschenke 
– Technical Discussion - BOF/EAF Measuring & Control Technology 
– Depart for Bremen 15:00 
– Arrive in Bremen 18:00 
– Hotel: H+ Hotel Bremen (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: TBD 
 
Wednesday 21 October 2026 
– Arrive at ArcelorMittal Bremen GmbH 09:00 
– Tour ArcelorMittal Bremen 
– Lunch and Technical Discussion 
– Depart for Braunschwieg 14:00 
– Arrive Braunschwieg 16:00 
– Hotel: Fruehlings-Hotel (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: TBD 
 
Thursday 22 October 2026 
– Arrive at Salzgitter Flachstahl AG 08:00 
– Tour Salzgitter Flachstahl 
– Lunch 12:00 
– OSTC Technology Committee Meeting at Salzgitter AG 13:00 
(Tech Committee Meeting Agenda is Separate) 
– Meeting Concludes 17:00 
– Hotel: Fruehlings-Hotel (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: Salzgitter Flachstahl 
 
Friday 23 October 2026 
– Morning – Continuation of Technical Discussion as required 

Board of Directors 2026–2027 
 

Officers 
 

President 
John G. Speer 

American Bureau of Shipping Chaired 
Professor 

Colorado School of Mines 
 

Past President 
Al C. Behr 

Executive Vice President 
Nucor Corp. 

 
First Vice President 

Greg J. Brandon 
Director of Operations, Steel SC 

CMC Steel South Carolina 
 

Second Vice President 
Dirk Francis 

Chief Operating Officer, Primary, Cluster 
Dunkerque 

ArcelorMittal France 
 

Officer-at-Large 
Jeff Joldrichsen 

 
Officer-at-Large 

Daniel R. Brown 
Executive Vice President – Advanced 

Technology Steelmaking/Chief  
Operating Officer 

United States Steel  
Corp./Big River Steel 

 
Officer-at-Large 

Daniel J. Keown 
Vice President and  

General Manager 
Steel Dynamics Inc. – Flat Roll Group, 

Columbus 
 

Officer-at-Large 
Patrick M. Bloom 

Executive Vice President, Government 
Relations 

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. 
 

Treasurer 
Mark L. Fedor 

President and Chief  
Executive Officer 

Morgan Engineering Systems Inc. 
 

Secretary 
Ronald E. Ashburn 

Executive Director 
AIST 

 
Foundation President 

Mark R. Olson 
Vice President of Mill Operations 

Pacific Steel Group 
 

Directors 
  

Steven C. Asseff 
Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. 

 
Nathan A. Berry 

Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. 
 

Siddhartha Biswas 
Big River Steel – A U. S. Steel Co. 

 
Kelly A. Cetin 

U. S. Steel Research and Technology 
Center 

 
Michael A. Cooke 

SSAB Iowa Inc. 
 

Charles B. Droessler 
LJB Engineering 

 
B. Tad Dunville 

SafeLifting Partners/Unique Group 
 

Joseph S. Hunter 
PRO-TEC Coating Company 

 
Hiranya M. Pathak 

Primetals Technologies USA LLC 
 

Robert Pinelli 
North Star Technical Inc. 

 
Scott E. Pisula 

U. S. Steel – Mon Valley Works, Clairton 
Plant 

 
April D. Pitts-Baggett 

Nucor Business Technology 
 

Ernesto Rheinboldt 
Tallman Technologies Inc. 

 
Rachel S. Schmidt 

Berry Metal Company 
 

Andrew D. Seibel 
Nucor Steel–Hertford Country 

 
Kyle W. Vanover 

Steel Dynamics Inc. – Flat Roll Group; 
Butler Division 

 
Theodore Vrehas 

Cleveland-Cliffs Burns Harbor LLC 
 

Russell Walters 
Nucor Steel Kankakee Inc. 

 



AIST 
Page 2 

– Depart for Berlin 12:00 
– Arrive in Berlin 15:00 
– Hotel: LAT Hotel & Apartmenthaus Berlin GmbH (to be confirmed) 
– Dinner location & Sponsor: TBD 
 
This Concludes the OSTC Tour, please arrange your travel from this point on. 
 

Please Note: Attendees are responsible for Hotel expenses, unsponsored meals and any travel not 
prearranged by AIST as covered by $500 Commitment Fee 
 
Participants will be required to: 

• Register -- US$500 registration fee 
o Registration link: https://www.aist.org/technology-committees/find-a-committee/oxygen-

steelmaking/oxygen-steelmaking-committee-meeting-(1) 
o Fee will be used to offset internal transportation expenses (AIST will cover expense) 
o If any additional fees are realized, they will be agreed upon by the AIST 

delegation, invoiced by AIST and will be payable on receipt of invoice 
 

• Book and pay for Travel to Volklingen and return from Berlin 
• Participate in the technical discussion at each steel plant 

• Participation at All Sponsored Dinners (Please organize personal activities/visits prior to or 
after the tour) 

• Pay for your own hotel each night of the study tour and meals if unsponsored. 

o Only credit cards are accepted – please note some locations may not accept American Express 
o Taxis and some restaurants/bars do not accept credit cards, so please have some 

local currency as pocket money 
o Secure travel arrangements (and costs) to and from hotels to airports at beginning 

and end of study tour 
o Individual taxi fees are the responsibility of the participant. 

 

• The Departure times from the Hotels are FINAL. This schedule must be followed. You must be 
aboard the bus at the listed time, or you must find your own method of transportation to the 
next city and hotel. 

• Please have your Passport with you during the plant visits. You will need to show your 
passport when checking into hotels and may need to present your passport at the Steel Plant 
Security. 

o Plant tours require long-sleeved shirts, pants, and metatarsal shoes.  Please bring 
your own safety equipment for the benefit of our tour hosts to keep from straining our 
hosts’ resources for safety equipment. 

• Bring plenty of business cards. The primary purpose of the AIST Study Tours is networking. 
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